
BRIDGE JUMP START

Tricia Smaracko

LESSON #1

WELCOME





Welcome to the world of Bridge!



Mt. Adams Bridge Club

2nd Wed – Play-Learn-Fun

4th Wed – Game Night (Sept-May)



Jump Start 
BridgeBridge Primer

#2
Suit Contract Bidding

#3

Notrump Contract Bidding

P

Practice 

Game

Game Night!

#1



Bridge Game Concept

play with partner
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Playing Cards - Suits

Spades

Diamonds
Clubs

Hearts



Card Values

Ace

King

Queen

Jack

10

9

8

….

2
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“hand”

13 cards
Get 

Started



Lead

WINS

have to
follow suit

highest 
card wins

Taking 

Tricks



Taking a Trick

TRICK



“discard” 

low card in 

another suit

W

N

S

E
NO

TRUMPWINS

Player to win 

last trick, 

leads 

next card

trump


“wild suit”



W

N

S

E
TRUMP
SUIT

WINS

trump


“wild suit”

for this 
hand, 

let’s say

trump is 



Deal Cards

Play the Hand

“take tricks” 

Game of Bridge Cycle

Score! WINS

Bidding Auction

BID

level

 

 

NT



Select 1st Dealer

WINS

C

D

H
S



Place 
shuffled 
deck to 

right side

Dealing the Hand

Next 

Dealer



Deal and Sort Cards

Spades

Hearts
Clubs

Diamonds

Pick Dealer
Deal Cards



Bidding Auction

PASS

PASS

PASS

“contract”

Dealer
starts the 
bidding 
auction

• PASS
• BID

1) # tricks - pts
2) strain - cards



NORTH DECLARED CONTRACT

= 3 NOTRUMP NORTH

PRACTICE TAKING TRICKS

OF DECLARER LEADS
PLAYER LEFT



# TRICKS 
based on 

points

   
suitor 

notrump
based on 

# cards

Bidding Auction



3 + 2 + 3 + 1 + 1 + 4 = 14 HCP

Step 1 – Add High Card Points

1
3

2

4

1
3



High Card 

Points = HCP

Find royal families

 A

 K Q 10 9



 J 8
10 points

 A

 A Q 10

 8

 J 8
10 points

 K J 9 8


 K 9
 A

10 points



Need 13+ Points to OPEN Bid



opener

overcall

responder

advancer

opener

responder



BID longest suit - trump

3 - 2 - 1 - 1



West
OPENS
Bid 1

NORTH
pass

East
RESPONDER

?

3 - 2 - 1 - 1



+2

East Bid 
2

6 HCP



West
Bid 1

East
Bid 2

PASS

PASS

“contract”

“declarer”

1st player 

to bid 
contract suit

North
PASS

CONTRACT

2
E-W TeamPASS

Review



N

S

EW

Contract 

2
West

Declarer

Opening Lead

Player LEFT

of declarer

1st player 

to bid 

suit 

contract



want 
majority 

cards
together

 

Responder

1. Bid 4-card trump 
suit

2. Bid notrump
with stoppers

3. Bid strong
3-card trump 
suit

Suit Bid
Promises
3+ Cards



Opener bids 


A AK





+2

East Bid 

3

12 HCP

Bid 1



TIME TO PLAY!



Keeping Score
Trick
Pts

Bonus 
Pts

Points!

Scoring Guides at each table



4 #2 +5     450       0

Scoring

#1

Sue

Joe

#2

Deb

Matt

Trick
Points

Bonus 
Points

Points!

2 #2 -1       50        0



South Bids 1

West
Bids 2

North Bids 4

PASS

PASS

PASS

“contract”

DECLARER
1st to bid 

contract suit
(South)

Contract

4
North/South



declarer

lead

Play the Hand

4 South

Player left of 
declarer
provides 

opening lead



declarer 

WINS



declarer 

WINS



+2

West
Bid 1

+ 6   HCP

+ 5   0-
+ 3   1-

-------------

14 points

0 - 3 - 1 - 3
East Bid 

4



TIME TO PLAY!



 A 6

 Q J 10 8 7 6 3

 9 7

 K 2

Think!

Make 

a Plan

1. How many 

tricks can I 

lose?

2. How many 

losers do I 

have? 

3. Make a plan to 

turn losers into 

winners 

• Promote

• Ruff loser

• Finesse

4. How many 

trump are out?  

Pull trump?

W N E S

1 P 1

P 1 P 3

P 4

DECLARER

13 pts

13 pts

 Q 9 7 3

 A 4 2

 8 2

 A Q J 3



Deal Cards

Play the Hand

“take tricks” 

Game of Bridge Cycle

Score! WINS

Bidding Auction

BID

level

 

 

NT



MT. ADAMS

BRIDGE ENTHUSIASTS

THANK YOU!


